
 
19th July 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 

Well as we draw to a close for 2018-19 I thought I would write to let you know the fantastic achievements of the young 

people and adults at Hartley Brook. 

This has been a superb year and has so many highlights that it is impossible to mention them all. I am truly proud of 

everybody at HB. During 2018 – 19 we have 

 Had amazing sporting success, taking part in, doing well in and winning so many events. We constantly broaden 

the activities on offer and this year we have also been successful in Cheerleading and American Football. In a 

world where it is reported that young people are not physically active enough, Hartley Brook superstars are not 

only fit but also show that they are top of the tree. – Well done to everyone. 

 In addition, we have also demonstrated the talents we have in music, drama and art.  Our school performances 

brought a tear to my eye, gave me a lump in my throat and always put joy in my heart. There have been so 

many opportunities to take part for all year groups and this ended with a wonderful year 6 leavers assembly 

and then the Greatest Showman really did bring the house down and sent us off with a bang (and confetti!) 

All of these achievements help to make Hartley Brook the wonderful place that it is and add so much joy and happiness 

to enrich our children’s lives.  Nevertheless, we are also about educating our young people and preparing them well for 

the next stage of their learning.  In this respect 2018-19 has been a fantastic year for results, we have had the best year 

ever. Hartley Brook learners start out well and then progress throughout the school so that they are indeed well 

prepared for the next stage. Our year 6 results have improved by 40% since 2016, our first year as a new academy, 

placing us amongst the most improved schools in the country – a great accolade for your children and for you as parents. 

Again well done to everyone. 

The results celebrate the fantastic young people we have and the excellence of the Hartley brook Staff. They care so 

much and drive to achieve the very best for the school and community.  I am sure you will share in saying a very big 

thank you to each and every one of them. 

All of this has been recognised nationally through our two external evaluations this year. 

 Challenge Partners, a group of experienced leaders from around the country, visited us in November and after 

a rigorous 3 days we were judged to be good with some outstanding elements. This resulted in the school been 

accredited as a ‘Centre of Excellence’ for inclusion. We are really proud of this and have had numerous visitors 

who have come to look at the work we do. 

 In April we had a very thorough Ofsted inspection and they also found us to be good and almost outstanding. 

Again inclusion came out as an absolute strength and a fantastic comment was that ‘we had brought hope back 

to the community’. Nothing finer could have been said. 

We are really proud that our work has been recognised so clearly in external evaluation. 

Finally looking to the future. At the end of this year I am retiring and stepping down from leading Hartley Brook to 

become a School Improvement Executive with the ASTREA academy trust, our trust. However, I am delighted to say that 

I am passing on the leadership of the school to Mrs Costello, Early Years and Key Stage 1 and Mrs Cockayne Key Stage 



 
2. They will be joint heads of the school. I am so happy that this is the case as they are both highly talented and caring 

teachers and will take Hartley Brook forward into an even brighter future. I will be working for 3 days a week in my new 

role and for the next year, during the hand over period, I will continue to be based at Hartley Brook and so will still be 

around. It may be that from time to time I support other schools but I will be mainly in HB. So I am not yet going 

completely! 

So all that remains is for me to wish you all the best for the summer and we look forward to another fantastic year in 

September. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Jim Garbutt. 


