
 
 

7th May 2019 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

I am delighted to be writing to let you know that Ofsted’s recent inspection has concluded 

that Hartley Brook is now a “Good” school.  As you will know, just three years ago, the 

Department for Education categorised the school as in need of “Special Measures” in a letter 

to Astrea, as the trust took on Hartley Brook.  

We are therefore very proud of the work that the Hartley Brook team has put in to achieve 

this transformation, and we are all absolutely committed to providing an education that 

inspires your children beyond measure. 

A full copy of the report is available on our website, and I would encourage you to read 

through it when you are able. In the meantime, some of the main points that Ofsted highlight 

include: 

 Strong leadership, that is driving the improvement in the quality of education that our 

pupils receive. Our leaders have high expectations, and when staff need advice, 

guidance or direction to ensure that pupils’ outcomes continue to improve, leaders 

are swift to step in. 

 The quality of teaching is improving – our teachers are planning activities that match 

our pupils’ starting points 

 Subject leadership is a strength – our subject leaders have a thorough understanding 

of their role and the impact of their actions on pupils’ learning.  

 Our curriculum is diverse and means that pupils are able to develop a broad range of 

skills in the classroom and beyond. For example, the ‘Astrea Promise’ encourages 

pupils to participate in 30 different activities during key stages 1 and 2. Activities that 

support the taught curriculum include visiting a foreign country or sleeping under the 

stars.  

 Our highly popular after-school programme of sports, crafts and creative arts ensures 

that pupils can try something new, master a new skill or learn to work as part of a 

team.  

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development - skills such as teamwork and 

communication are nurtured, and our pupils receive regular rewards for fundraising 

and helping others who are less fortunate than they are. 

 The truly inclusive nature of our school – inspectors note that our pastoral care is 

strong and that we have excellent relationships with external agencies and 

professionals to provide specialist support if needed 

 The support that our staff receive from Astrea. Staff have been able to improve their 

understanding and skills thanks to a wide range of training opportunities and working 

in partnership with staff from other Astrea schools.  



 
 

 Staff morale is high, believe that the school is well led and enjoy working at Hartley 

Brook. 

 Our pupils are enthusiastic learners and keen to share what they have learnt with 

teachers or their friends. 

 Behaviour is good and has improved dramatically in the last three years. Our pupils 

are kind and polite to their friends and to adults. They behave well in class and 

around school more generally. 

The whole team is very proud of Ofsted’s report, and as one member of staff said to the 

inspectors, the school is now providing “a sense of hope for the community”. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support to the school, and we look 

forward to continuing to work together to provide the very best education for your children. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

          

 

Jim Garbutt       Lisa May-Howard        Michelle Cockayne Claire Costello 

Headteacher       Chair of LECC         KS2 Deputy Head  EYFS/KS1 Deputy Head 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


